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HE fond Afﬀe&ion which Men re 

tain for ancient Cn{toms, 1s gene» 

rally ſo very powerful aad prevai- 

ting, thata Reformation evenirom 

the moſt prejudicial of them is hardly obtain'd, 
without puifing an ungrateful Iasx tbpon 
Humane Nature ; for b' lon7 acquaintance 
they inſinuate themſelves fo infenſibly into 
our Love and Eſteem, . that they frequently 
blind our Realon, inflave and captivate our 
Enclinations, and we can never releats ovry 
B telves 


"2 A modeſt Vindication of the 
ſelves from their Tyranny, without mighty 
Strugling and ReluCtance. *Tisto theſe pre- 
judices mainly,that the various faiſe Religions 
in the World owe their maintenance and ſup- 
port.; and to theſe likewiſe muſt be afcrib'd 
all thoſe ſeveral Heats and Conteſts, which 
ſo grievoufly diſturb'd theſe Nations at the 
time of our Reformation from the groſs Er- 


rors of the Church of Rome. And to what 


elſe but theſe can we more candidly impute | 


thoſe unexpefted Endeavours that have been 
uſed againſt the New Yerſton of the Pſalms 2 
Which defignd to retreive that part of our 
Devotion from the many palpable Abſurdities 
which were in the 01d Tranſlation, and has 


our Church. 


However, it is hoped that this unhappy |! 


| | 


been fo laſting a reproach to the Honour of | 


' 


Objection may at length be taken off, and * 


nothins retain'd in our publick Service, 
which may be matter of juſt offence to any ; 
and that therefore we ſhall not indulge any 
Error, when we have ſo fair an opportunity 
of ſeeing it Correted. And that I may vin- 
dicate our Church from ſuch as aſperle her in 
this particular, and are willing to impeach 
her Credit, and impair her Reputation by al- 
ledging that the Anciens Pſalms of Sternhold 
and ZZopkins were injoyn'd as: part of her 
publick 
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publick Devotion, I muſt crave leave to cor- 
re& this great Miſtake, anddo acquaint them 
that the 014 Yerfion never had any particular 

econmendation either from the King, or 
Biſhops, or Convocation ; and that this 
New Tranſlation is that which has obtain'd 
both the A/lowance and Recommendation of 
Authority. And after I have given them a 
ſhort account of its Riſe and Progreſs, will. 
endeavour to let them ſee that the publick uſe 
of it in our Churches is agreeable to Reaſon, 


| conformable to the Conſtitutions of our Church, 


ana the Authority of Convocations, and ſub- 


| ſervient to the Advancement and Tucreaſe of 
| Piety. And therefore that this fmall Tract 


does hereupon humbly preſume to beſpeak 
the Favour of all ſuch perſons as have ny. 
regard for Reaſon, or Devotion, or the Go» 


! vernment in Church or State. But 


Firſt, I will endeavour to give ſome ace 
count of the Riſe and Progreſs of this New 
Yerfon ; which has been thought by ſome of 
the greateſt Men of the times to be a Work 
ſo well perform'd, and ſo favourable a Provi- 
dence has all along attended it, that they 
ſeen to promiſe it a very kind Reception and 
Encouragement in the World ; and it has al- 
ready met with conſiderableEncouragement. 
The Undertakers at firſt propos'd this pious 

| B 2 Deſign 


2 Amodeſt Vindication of the 
Deſign between themſelves, but in a little 
tims it was Communicated, and as ſpeedily 
Receiv'd and Nourith'd by Perſons of-the 
Higheit Rank, and principal Authority -in 
the Nation, bo:h in Church and State. 
Whoſe Abilities being agreeable to the Emi- 
nence of their Quality, gave them an ad- 
vantageous proſpect into all the convenience 
and necefiity of fo good a Work, and what 
a diftafive and opportune Bleſling it was like- 
ly to prove to the Reform'd Church of theſe 
Dominions, particularly in removing thoſe 
daily Exceptions which are made againſt 
this part ot our publick Devotion. Where- 
upon the late Queen of Bleſſed and Im- 
mortal Memory, was pleasd to promiſe it 
Her Royal Countenance. And the late Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, whoſe excellent En- 
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dowments were {o {uitableto the Dignity of | 


his Station; did freely acquaint the Tranſla- 
tors, That he was glad ſo uſeful a Work was 
carrying 0n in his Days. 

Aﬀer the Kingdom had ſuſtain'd ſo conſi- 
derable a loſs by the Death of thoſe two E- 


minent Perſons, who were ſuch Ornaments | 


to the Nation, the preſent Arch-Biſhop, who 
was choſen to ſucceed inthe See of Canterbu- 
ry, and acquits himfelt fo well in that weigh» 


ty Charge which he has in the Church, was | 


pleas'd 
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pleas'd to look favourably upon this Religious 
Deſign, and ſupport that Patronage which 
they had promis'd it. And many more of 
the learned an4 judicious Prelates, who were 
unwilling that a Deſign ſo Pious and Uletul 
ſhould meet with any Obſtruftion, gave it 
likewiſe their Encouragement. Beſides theſe, 
Sir Fohn Sommers, now Lord High-Chance- 
lour of England, the Earl of Pembroke, Lord 
Privy-Seal, the Earl of Dorſet and Middle- : 
ſex, and the Right Honourable Charles Moun- 
zague Chancellour of the Exchequer, all 
Perſons of ſingular and ſhining Parts; were 
the great ſupport of the Undertaking, and the 
mighty Patrons and Promoters of this difh- 
cult and Religions Work. Among whom 
there are not wanting Perſons of fuch accu- 
rate Judgment in all Poetick excellence, and 
of ſuch skill in that Language wherein the - 
Pſalms were originaily writ, that the very 
mention of their Names in ſuch a Work as 
this, is ſufficient toRecommen4d it eftectuaily 
to all this part of the Ingenious World, and 
their Stamp upon 4t, to make it paſs currant 
for Standard Verſe, with al! the beſt Maſters 
of Poetry among us, The Tranflators, who 
attempted it, were ſufficiently known to 
them for their Qualifications and Abilities, 
who were neither Tgnorant of the Nature 
| and ' 


A modeſt Vindication of the 
and Genius of true Poetry, nor Strangers 
to the Learned Languages. And ſuch as are 
abiolute Judges in this matter, do juſtly 
own the near Re'ation there 1s betweea the 
Engliſh and the Original. 

When the Work was finiſh'd, and had 
paſsd the Cenſure of his Grace the Arch- 
Biſhop, and ſeveral more of his Brethern-the 
Right Reverend Prelates, who vouchſaf*d to 
peruſe it, and give 1n their Alterations and 
Remarks; a Petition was preſented to His 
Majeſty in Council for allowing the liberty 
of a publick Reception of it in all Churches, 
Chappels, and Congregations ; which was 
accordingly granted, and is now Printed be» 
fore the Book, and runs thus, 


At the 
Court at XENSINGTON, 
December, 3. 1696. 
Preſent, 
The Kings Moſt Excellent Majelty 
nm COUNCIL. | 


PON the humble Petition of Nicholas 
Brady, and Nahum Tate, this Day 


read 


New Verſion of the Pſalms. 7 
read at the Board, ſetting forth, that the Pe- 
titzoners have, with tbeir utmojt Care and 
I: duſtry, compleated A New Verſion of the 
P:alms of David, in Engliſh Metre, fitted 
for Publick Uſe ; and humbly praying His 
Wajeſty's Royal Allowance that the ſaid Ver- 
ſi2n may be uſed in ſuch Congregations as ſhall 
think jit 10 receive it. 


Fis Majeſty taking the ſame into His Royal 
Conſideration, is pleas'd to Order in Cpuncil, 
That the ſaid New Verſion of the Pſalms in 
Engliſh Metre be, and the ſame is hereby 
Allowed and Permitted to be Osd in all 
Churches, Chappe!s, and Congregations, as 
(hall think fit to recetve the ſame. 


W. Bridgman. 


And becanfe a matter of this Univerfal 
Moment and Concern requir'd all imagina- 
ble Cre and Induſtry for qualifying it lor fo 
publick an End as it was Deſign'd tor ; and 
that no cantion might be omitted for bring- 
ing tais Work to full Maturity and Pertecti- 
on, the Tranilators invited all their Friends 
bon in City and Country to ſuperviſe and 
currect what was amils, fearing leait an overs 
wecning parttality to their own Endeavours 
Dight. 4 
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mightbribe their Judgments; .and warp their 
Sentiments into too favourable an Opinion 
of their own Performances, for knowing the 


variety of Humours it was to ſtruggle: with, 


and the great difficulty of ſuiting a Poem to 
every Temper which this was to engage, 
they thought of no Method fo likely tor 
maſtering this Diſcouragement, as to try the 
Bent of every Genius ; what Thoughts and 
Apprehenſions they had of it, before it was 
permitted to venture abroad. Tranſcribing 
herein that excellent Rule of Zorace in his 
Book de Arte Poetica, whicrein he adviſes us 
to ſubmit our Performance to the ſevereſt 
Cenſure. 


pms e—_—_ quid tamem olim 


Scripſerts, in Meci deſcendat Judicis aures. 


Tet if it ever be your Fate to write, 
. Let your Produftions paſs the ſtridleſt hand. 
Rofcom. Tranſl. 


Which is a Method whereby any Author 

'1ay give a remarkable Inflance of his Wis 

om and Humility, tho he cannot always 
t his Ingenuity. 


Aſter 
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| Aﬀter it had been thus Correo DY the 
Biſhops, and the Tranſlators :'; ©ocs, and 
the Work it ielf, with the uſcftulne;s of 157, had 
been fo tairly repreſented to Fi1s Majeily in 
Council, by his Grace the Lord Arch bilkop 
of Canterbury and others, thar it gain'd a 
publick Approbation by Hi Majelty's Roy- 
al Indulgence : The Lord Biſhop ut London 
thought fir to ſend out his circular Le/t-rs of 
Recommendation to all his Clergy within his 
Dioceſs : For that worthy Prelate did in this 
caſe nothing deviate either from tis Naive 
or additional Honour ; but aiter tie very 
firſtt;me that he promis'd this Yerfron i115 Fa- 
vour, he was ſo cautious of giving tie Jeait 
Umbrage of ſuſpicion that he was unm:nd- 
ful of his Word, that he ſpread ir, as much 
as lay in him, univerfally. Andat ihe {ame 
time gave an Inſtance of that Refpett waich 
was due both to his Sovereign and Ilumicit, 
and ſhew'd that he was as jitle capable of 
negle&ing ſo reaſonable a thing, winch his 
Prince had countenaric'd, as he was of vioin- 
fing his owa voluntary Obligation. And 
no ſooner caine his Lordſnips Letter abroad, 
but it was cheariully recciv'd by ſeveral of 
his Clergy within the City ; but no where 
ſooner, as I ain inform'd, than 1a that learacd 
Auditory in Serjeants Inn in Fieetſtreet, where 
IT 


10 A modeſt Vindication of the 
it was very much approv'd of, but more ef- 
pecially by the Right Honourable the Lord 
Chief Juſtice 7reby, whoſe Judgment and 
Ingenuity are ſo unqueſtionable. 

Much about the ſame time the Grave and 
Judicious Members of Lincolns-Tnn, appoin- 
ted it robe Sung in their Chappel the follow- 
ing Term, as a Mark of the publick Appro- 
bation of that Honourable Society. And 
ſeveral of the Biſhops reading my Lord of 
London's Letter, found it a thing fo thorows 
ly weigh'd, and ſuch excellent Reaſons given 
tor the diſperſing it univerſally, that without 
any further Heſunation, they reſolv'd tomake 
that the Original for them to Copy alter, 
and the Standard of their DireQtion ; and 
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therefore tranſcrib'd it without any alteration | 


but that of their Names, and afterward ſcat- 


ter*d it throughout their reſpeRive Dioceſles. | 


Upon which his Grace the Lord Arch- 
Biſhop of 7ork, whom all Mankind fo 
juſtly Reſpe&t and Honour, acquainted the 


Authors of this Yer/ion, by a Letter which | 


he ſent up to his Brother in the City, that he 
was then going his Viſitation, and would re- 
commend it to all his Clergy as he went a- 
long ; and that already ſome of them, pleas'd 
with ſo pious a Propoſal, had ſent to the 


- City for Books for their Congregations : For 


his 
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New Verſion of the Pſalms. 11 © 
his Grace was pleas'd to acquaint the Tranfla- 
tors ſome time ago, that whenever they cou!1 
obtain any Encouragement from the Govern- 
ment, he would endeavour to diſperſe it 
throughout his Province. 

Having proceded thus far in the Hiſtory 
of this New Trauſlation, and declar'd its O- 
riginal, and that favourable Hntertainment 
it has met with from Perſons of ſuch Un- 
queſtionable Judgment and Authority, of 
ſuch Eminent Piety and Learning, by whoſe 
Kindneſs and Encouragement it has made 
ſuch Steps and Progreſs not only in this fam'd 
Metropolis, but in ſomeof the remoteſt parts 
of the Nation ; I will now proceed to give 
ſome Reaſons for the Vindication of that Ex- 
couragement which it has already mer with, 
or hereafter may receive, andendeavour likes 
wiſe to anſwer ſuch Objeftions as may be 
made, either againſt the Patrons or Promo- 
ters of this Work. Not that I can miſtruſt 
the Reception of it in an Age ſo Religious 
and refin'd as This, but only becauſe ſome 
perions, who can endure nothing but what 
is Old, may be ſtartled at its Novelty ; and 
look upon it,, as ſome do upon New 
Faſhions, which tho' never ſo decent, and 
proper, and convenient for us to ule, yet 
they cannot bear the ſiglit of them; becauſe 
CG 3 nEMaey 


12 A modeſt Vindication of the 
neither they, nor their Fore-Fathers were 
ever accuſtomd to them. And that it is 
oniy this wreaſonable prejadice which thus 
impolcs upon them, and ſo inflaves them to 
Anuquity in tits matter, this very Argue 
ment will I hope make evident, which is, 
that it this New Yer/ton had been lo long en- 
tertaind jr our Churches, as the 074 Ore 
has Leen, and Sternho!d and Hopkins had 
now offcr'd their Compoſitions inltead of it, 
they would certainly be rejeRted by all de- 
grces of Men, with the utmoit contempr. 
But I will hzften to the Arguments which 
as Itoi4 you Ldefign'd to make uſe of, to pro- 
more a gcn-ral Reception of this Tranſlation 
which we:c the agreeableneſs of this Deſign 
with Reaſon ; the Conformity of it with the 
Cap//itutions of our Church, and the Authority 
of Convecations ; and its ſubſerviency to the 
Advancement and Taucreaſe of Piety. By all 
Which 1 wiil endeavour fairly to repreſent 
the 7/efulncſs of this Pious and Laborious 
Work, friendly to remove thoſe prejudices 
that may be raihly taken up againſt either the 
Dejign it ſelf, or the Fawwurers of it, and 
amicably to reconcile the unbias'd Reader to 


a cardid and kind Opinion of it. For 7. 


think the beſt Argument loſes ground, when it 
tooks ill-natur'd or ſevere. 
MF Firſt 
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Firſt therefore,l will endeavour to let you 
fee the Agreableneſs of this Deſign with 
Reaſon. And both this, and the orher Ar- 
guments which I have choſen to inſiſt upon 
are- plainly intimated” in the Letter of the 
Biſhops, which is this, 


HF IS Majeſty having allow'd and permit- 
fed the Tſe of a New Verſion of the 
Plalmsot David, by Mr. Brady and Mr. Tate, 
#n all Churches, Chappels and: Congregati- 
ons; / cannit do leſs, than wiſh a Good Suc- 
ceſs to this Royal Indulgence: For 7 find it 
@ Work done with ſo much Judgment and In- 
genuity, that I am perſuaded, it may take off 
that unhappy Otjection, which has hitherto 
lain azrainſt the Singing Pialms ; and diſpoſe 
that part of Divine Service to much more 
Devotion. And { do heartily Recommend the 
Zſe of This Verſion, to all my Brethren 
within My Dioceſs. 


Now inthis Letter there are three Rea- 
ſons given, why their Lordſbips were 1n- 
duc'd to Recommend ſo cordially this Tranf- 
lation to their ſeveral Miniſters. The firt 


15 the Reſpect they bore to His' Sacred Ma- 


jelty, as the Supreme Head and Govern ir 
of this Church, who having the Gr-3% - | 
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fulneſs and Convenience of this Religious 
Performance, and the neceſli:y of introducing 
it into the Church, repreſented to him by 
the Lords of his moſt Flonourable Privy Conn 
cit, was pleas'd by the Authority with 
which he is Veſted inthefe Matters, .to grant 
it forthwith His Royal AZowance. _ 

Upon which, the Biſhops finding how 
much His Majeſties Care for the well-fare of 
of the Church was intereſted in this Caſe, 
thought that their Zeal and Concern ought 
to be no leſs, and therefore they ſeconded 
his Indulgence with their own hearty Re- 
commendation. And becauſe upon this, 
ſome ſcandalous Libels were publiſh'd in the 
City, in derogation of this Laudible Under- 
taking, and contempt of that Authority which 


was pleas'd to appear in its Approbation ; | 
Therefore his Grace the Lord Arch-Biſhop | 


of Canterbury, with others of their Excel- 
leaces the Lords Juſtices, thinking not fit 
that a Work ſo beneficial to the Publick 
ſhould be obſrrudted in its Progreſs; or that 
the ſawcy Refleftions upon that Encourage- 
meat Which it had from Authorzty, ſhould 
paſs unpuniſh'd, order'd a Meſſenger of the 
Preſs to ſearch out the Authors and Prin- 
rers of the Libels, that they might be pro- 
| £ceced againſt according to Law. wk 
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The next Reaſon taken notice of by the 
Biſhops in their Letter is the Judgment and 
Ingenuity of the Work, Which appearing not 
only to their Lordſhips, but to others of the 
moſt refin*d Parts.of the Age, I ſuppoſe this 
Argument is unqueſtionable, eſpecially with 
Men of Candor and Judgment. And for 
ſuch whoſe capacities are too low to find out 
thoſe Perfe&tions, they ought to acquieſce in 
the Sentiments of ſuch: as are qualified for 
it ; fince nothing is fo true a Fudge of Senſe, 
as Senſe. 

The third and laſt Reaton which is men- 
tion'd in this Letter, is, that 7he ſe of this 
Verſion ( as they own they are perſuaded ) 
may take off that unhappy Objettion which has 
hitherto lain againſt the Singing Plalms, and 
diſpoſe that part of Divine Service to much 
more Devotion. But of this 1 ſhall ſpeak 
nothing at preſent, but refer it to the 1ſt 
particular of this Diicourle, where it more 
porperly falls in, becauſe it is an Argument 
drawn from Piety and Devotion. | 

And now for the Reaſon of uſing this 
New Verſion, which is fo well approvd of ; 
I think nothing more equitable, and there- 
fore more rational than that his Zran/lat ion 
ſhould be favourably receiv'd, fiace, it has 
been ſo publicily allow'd of, and with geod 
Authority 
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16 A modeſt Vindication of the 
Authority recommended, meerly upon the 
account of that civil Obſervance and Reſpett 
which is due to our S»perzors, both in Church 
and State, For unleſs ſome deference be 
paid to therr Judgments, and that Authort- 
ty which they have over us, even in thoſe 
things wherein they do not interpoſe an Ab- 
ſolute Command, we ſhall never ſhew ſo 
much Ingenuity, as to conform to their 
Counſels and Advice freely, but put them 
always upon the uneaſineſs of dragging us 
to our Duty, and making uſe of their co- 
ercive Power over us, becauſe we will do 
- nothing but by conſtraint. And what thanks 
is due to my Obedience, when I find I can- 
not help ir, if I reſiſted the Authority as 


long as I was able, and would have baft'd | 


it if I could 2 For, 

Certainly were my love and reſpe& to my 
Superiors as cordial as they ought to te ; Obe- 
dience to their Advice,would be my t1u: ſatis- 
faction, and compliance with their Counſels, 
my great Delight ; | ſhould be ſo far from 
diſputing, or oppoſing their pious Admonitt- 
ons, that I {hould conſtantly hearken to them 
chearſully, and obey them with a ready 


Mind. Nay, ſhould think it my Duty to | 
comport my ſelf quietly and rcſpectully | 


towards every one 1n that Order and Degree 
wherein 
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New Yerſion of the Pſalms.” ty 
herein they are plac'd ; and not lefien their 
Authority by obtiruQing their Directions, 
or interrupting the Progreis of their" ro2- 
ſonable and pious Deſigns ; for It that pra- 
Qices the contrary, and diſputes cach ves 
Qilio of Advice with his Superiors. 45 ratter 
a Diſturbance than a Bleſſing to either -ub- 
lick, or Domeſtick Socictics ; and by a »er- 
verſe and litigious temper does as mtic.1 93 
in him lies to weaken the reins of Govern- 
ment, eclipſe that Reſpe& which 1s cuc to 
Power, and turn that Civiiity which {ould 
be paid to the - mature Advice of our Supe 
riors out of' the World. | 

And certainly would Men but make this 
Caſe their own, and confider with what 
Patience and Equanimity they themlctves 
would bear fuch uſage as this trom their 
Inferiors, what a derogation it would be 
to their Authority to have it ſights d and 0» 
verlook'd, by fuch as Nature or Providence 
had plac'd under them ? They would not 
b2 fo eaſily induc'd to tranfprets in this par- 
ticular, nor openly infringe the natural 
Rights of Superiotity, which arc Laws of 
common Juftice betwizt Man and Man, 
As for Inſtance, 

Would any Maſter of a Family think it 


proper-it a Servant to chooſe out His 
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own Task, and preſcribe to himſelf his 
own Work, when he had direted him to the 
contrary 2 Would any Tutor be pleas'd 
with his Pupil for reading ſuch Books as 
humour'd his own Fancy, when he had ad- 
visd him to ſuch as were much more in« 


ſtructive and beneficial 2 And would it not | 


be extreamly indecent, and apt to grieve 
and incenſe an Indulgent Parent, to ſee his 
Child refractory to his Admonitions, and 
- advance his own Opinion in dire& oppo- 
- fition to his wiſe and kind Advices ? 

"Tis certain that all Men in theſe circum- 
ſtances do expe& both Love and Obedience, 
both Duty and Reſpet to be paid them by 


their Inferiors. What Reaſon therefore 1s ' 


there that they ſhould not ſhew as willing @ ' 


Mind to give, as receive this Obſervance 
and Yeneration, in all matters that are e- 


quitable and juſt 2 And I am perſuaded that. 


there are few of thoſe Perſons who would 
evade a compliance with the Advice of their 
Superiors in this particular, but would be 
apt to reſent the /ike repulſe from other 
Men, were they advanc'd to fo high a Sta- 
tion as would qualifie them for recommen+ 


ding it themſelves. They would I believe 


be apt to think that there was bur little ei- 
ther of Modeſty, Fuſtice, or Ingenuity in fuch 
behaviour 
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behaviour towards them ; as little indeed 
2s if the Dear of a Cathedral ſhould ac- 
quaint his Quire, that ſuch a New Anthem he 
thought might very properly be Sung, and 
they, notwithſtanding, ſhould Tune theic 
Voices to an o/4 Oye, and tell him that thy 
thought themſelves more capable of judging 
what was fit to be Sung than he. Nor c:n 
T think that the Patrons of this Work ate 
any - more culpable for encourageing ir, 
than 2 Dean would be for Deſigning a New 
Anthem ; nor the Promoters of it any more 
to blame, than the Quire would be had they 
chearfully obey'd him. 

For theſe Reaſons it was that a perſon of 
Honour in this Nation, living in a Pariſh 
where the Biſhops Recommendation came to 
the Miniſter, and finding it negle&ed, ſpoke 
to his Paſtor to this ettea. Sir, ow can 
you expert that your Pariſhioners ſhould pay 
a due reſpett to you ; when you pay ſo little 
to your King, and your Dioceſan > Or, rea» 
aily comply with that Advice that you give, 
when you bearken ſo little to that which 3s 
ſent you by your Superiors * And for this 
Reaſon it is that ſo many Reverend and 
Devout Perſons are -heartily diſpos*d to- 
wards the promoting this Deſign, becauſe 
they are loath to expgſe the Authority of 

D 2 their 


' Fr 
L , al/s 'F] 
# 


"»NeN 
\ 


29 A modeſt Vindication of the 


their Superiors to contempt, which they 
judge they muſt incur by a careleſs or 
violent Oppoſition to it, And which 
they lancy would amount to little leſs than 
This, Vzz. 

"When their Lordſhips tell them, 2bey 
cannot do no leſs thau wiſh a good Succeſs 
ro this Royal Tndulzrnce ; thould they con- 
temn it, jt would be in effe& to tell their 
Lorgihip:, wor w? 0 leſs than wiſh it no 
Succeſs at a When their Lord(bips ſay, 
they find it a Work done with ſo much Judg- 
ment ard Inzenuity. Should theſs decry and 
run it down, it would look as if they 
ſhould anſwer, we could mever find out 
where either the Judgment or Ingenuity lay. 
And when the Biſhops affirm, that they are 
perſuaded it may take off that unhappy Obje- 
Fion which has hitherto lain agaiuſt the 
Singing Pſalms. Should theſe Men after 
this make uſe of the O/d Ones, would it 
not be to tell the World, that they think the 
Objeftion is wery frivolons, and the Old 
Plialms are a laudgble part of our Devwo- 
tz0n ? 

Thus they argne for their juſt compli- 
ance, and ſhould they be of a contrary Opi- 
nion, this would be ro magnifie their owx 
Fudement in Oppolition to that of their 


Q Ky uperiors, 
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Superiors, Whereas the tender Regard and 
Veneration they have for the Reputation 
and Advice of their Eccleſiaſtical Governoars, 
and the fear of expoſing their Counſels to 
contempt, eſpecially in an Age ſo licenti- 
ous and wild as this, binds them within the 
Rules of a filial Obedience, and ingapes 
them not to be too remiſs in paying Honour, 


' to whom ſuch Honour is due. This there- 


fore ſhall ſerve for the firſt Argument I have 
choſen for the Uſe of zheſe Pſalms, being 
drawn from Reaſon, which is always willing 
to ſupport Government, to pay a due reſpett 
to Huperiors, and a chearful complyance to 
their good Advice. 

1 he Second Argument I propos'd to inſiſt 


; upon, for Vindicating the Deſign of the Pa- 


trons and Promoters of this Work of in- 
troducing it into ine Churches, was deriv'd 
fr>m the C onforr ity of it to the Conſtituti- 
ons of our Chnrch, and the Authority of Convoca« 
tions. And 1o 1t plainly appe-rs /'1 asmuch as 
it is allow'd of by the Xing, ang r:commeded 
by the Biſhops. For in the Rubrick before 
the Sentence at re Offertory are theſe 
Words ; And nothing (ball be preclaim'd, or 
publiſh'd in the Church during the time of 
Divine Service,- but by the Miniſter ; nor 
by him any thing, but what is preſeribd in 

| | the 
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the Rules of this Book, or enjoyn'd by the King, 
or the Ordinary of the place. Where by the 
way, thus much we may obſerve, that no 
Clark of a Pariſh can Sing in the Church, 
but as he is dire&ted by his Miniſter, and as 
he Acts as his Deputy. 

But againſt the ſtrength of this Rubrick 
T fore-lee you may thus argue ; That this 
New Yerfion is neither enjoyn'd by the King, 
nor the Ordinary of the Place, as the Ra- 
brick ſpecifies, and therefore it can receive 
no Countenance or Authotity from thence. 


And fo far I confeſs the Obje&tion ſeems to | 


be valid ; but yet, tho' neither the X7»g, nor 
the Ordinary literally enjoyn, yet they a/ow 
and recommend theſe Pſalms, and that R#- 
brick which impowers them to exjoy», does 
much more impower them to a/low and 
recommend ; for, Omne majus in this caſe 
mncludit minus. And tho? *cis true, I contels, 
that by this Authority theſe Pſalms are not 
enjoy d to be Sung. Yet by the Authority 
of this Rubrick exe elſe can be Sung, be- 
cauſe none elſe are expreſly a/lop'd of and re- 

commended by the King, and the Ordinary. 
Now we muſt remember that the Rubrick 
contains in it the Power and Force both of 
a Convocation and an At of Parliament, be- 
cauſe it is Eſtabliſh'd by #oth their Autho- 
rities, 


W- 
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rities. And tho' in its Original it was only 
a Canon, yet was it confirm'd as a Law : 
And therefore this Yerfioz coming abroad, 
recommended by the Anthority of this Rn- 
brick, which impowers both the Xing and 
the Ordinary not only to enjoyn, but much 


More to allow and recommend, comes abroad 


ſtampt with the 4pprobation both of Coxue- 
cation and At of Parliament. And he ſeems 
to vacat both their Authorities who oppoſes 
that Encouragement which it has already 
receiv'd from His Majeſty and the Biſhops ; 
and endeavours to enervate all their Efhcacy 
and Strength by rendringthemulcleſs and in- 
ſignificant. And fince it has been thought 
fit that the-Perſons Conſtituring that Learned 
Body of the Convocation ſhould have their 
Vote for apvroving at leaſt what was fit to 
be usd in the ſeveral Parts of the Publick 
Service ; and ſince this very Soeczety, have 
by their own voluntary Conſent a/ou?d that 
the Ang or the Biſhops, may enjoyn, or 
recommend what is fit, or decent upon occa- 
fion ; whoever theretore it is that contra- 
ditts this Authority which they have freely 
conſented ſhould be veſted in the Xing and 
the Biſhops, ſeems direAly to oppoſe the 
Power of that Sacred Body, and to be a 
dire Enemy to the Rights and Priviledges 
of a. Convocation. Belides, By 
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| By vertue of that Authority which is 
veſted in our Xings, K. James the I. Iſſued 
out his Royal Commiſion for that New 
Tranſlation of the Bible, which is now 
daily read iny Churches. Nor can I find 
that ever any Convocation fince that time 
have thought that Commiſſion an 7»fringe- 
ment of their Rights and Liberties, but 
rather an Allowance and a fign of the Ra- 
tification of them. And certainly it is none 
of the leaſt Honours and Felicties that our 
Convocations have reaſon to boaſt of, when 
Kings are pleasd thus to at by their Cas 
nons, and to be dire&ted by their Conſtitati- 
ons ; ſo making good the Prophetick Charatter 
given of them, that they ſhould be »ur/ing 
Fathers of the Church, Iſa. 49.23. It then the 
preſent Yerfron of the Bible be thought fit to 
be uſed upon all occaſions in our Churches, 
, Chappels, and Congregatious, by the Au- 
thority of the King which is backt by that 
of 4F of Parliament and Convocation ; 

can ſee no reaſon why the ſame Authority 
ſhould not interpoſe, and be allow'd of, 
which has appear'd in the Approbation of this 
New Tranſlation of the Pſalms. And as for 
that Yerfion which has hitherto been uſed, 
it never found that Encouragement from any 
perſons Zegally veſted 'with Authority ut 
ſpirituals; 
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ſpirituals, that zhzs ew 0»e has been favour'd 
with, no not from! a Convocation it ſelf, and 
ſor the reſt. of the /ate ozes they cannar pre- 
tend to it. And the filence of ſo many Con» 
vocations ſince the Reformarion is ſo tar trom 
being an Argument for the 0/4 One, that 
on the contrary 1t 15 » eremng ea Evidence, 
that that Religious Aſſembly thought it their 
Prudence not to EE their Influences, in 
encouraging ſuch a thing, as in their Opinion 
did not deſerve it, Whoever therefore it is 
that oppoſes that Authority which the New 
Tranſlation has obtain'd, ſeems plainly to des 
prive the Convocation of thoſe Signal 770» 
wours and Immunities appertaining to them, 
which the Parliament has becn pleasd to 
confirm,. and the Xing and the Biſhops are 
pleas'd to At by, who have the executive 
Power, of thoſe Laws and Conſtitutions 
which the othet fram'd, confer'd on them. 
As appears in that Order which was given 
by King Charles IT. for uſing the three Forms 
vt Prayer, which are annext to the Common- 
Prayer-Bcok. | | 


CHARLES KR. 
Our Will and Pleaſure is, That theſe three 


Forms of Prayer, and Service made for the 
5th, of November, the zoth. of pany 
E an 
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and the 29th. of May, be faithfully Printed 
and PubliſÞd, and for the future annext to 
the Book of Common- Prayer, and Liturgy of 
the Church of England , to be aſed yearly on 
the ſaid Days in all Cathedral and Collegiate 
CEurches and Chappels, in all Chappels, Col- 
leges and Halls within both cur Univerſities, 
and of our Colledges, of Faton and Wincheſter, 
and in all Pariſh Churches and Chappels, with- 
in cur Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, 
aud Town of Berwick upon Tweed. 


Given at cur Court at Whitehall, the 2d day 
of May, in the 14th Tear of our Reign. 


By His Majeſty's Command. 
Edw. Nicholas. 


And what is more obſervable, theſe very 
Forms were, with ſuch Alterations as were 
then neceflary, receiv'd and usd in the 
Church, by virtue of a /ike Order from the 
late Queen of ever bleſled Memory. For 
the Right that is attributed by eur Laws to 
our Kings, is lodged in the Conſtitution of 
our common Laws, and is an Original Contract 
between the King and the Eſtates of this 
Realm, and that upon a ctvil Incorporation of 
the Church, and its Powers and Ordinances 
into the Civil State and Secular Authority. 
Municip. Ecclel. p. 136. But 
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But ſtill you'l-fay, that tho' by this Ru- +7 
brick, which I lately mention'd, the Uſe of 7? 
any Pſalms but the New Ones is forbid, be- 
cauſe they only are approv*'d of, and by Au- 
thority recommended ; yet are we not eajozu'd 
to Sing theſe publickly, and ther: fore it is 
at our liberty tc forbear in our Churches all 
Plalmody, it we pleaſe. But in Anſwer to 
this, I only defire that that ſolemn [ngaze- 
ment which was made to the Biſhop ar rhe 
Time of Ordination may be confider'd. For 
then the Biſhop ass the Perſon that is to be 
ordain'd Prieſt this Queſtion. W13ll you re- 
verently obey your Ordinary, aid other chief 
Miniſters, unto whom is committed the Charge 
and Government over you ; following with a 
good Mind and Will their godly Admonitions, 
and ſubmitting your ſelf to their godly Judg- 
ments? Aniw. 1 will do jo, God beins my 
belper. Where it is plain, that the FPrieit 
obliges himſelf by a Solemn and formal Pro-' 
miſe, reverently to obey his Ordinary, and ſub- 
mit himſelf to his godly Fudgment. there- 
; fore if any one reject this New 7ranſlation »f 
E the Pſalms recommended to him by his Biſhop, 
I cannot ſee how he- can avo!'d the QCeniure 
q of caſting a ſcandalous Reproach upon rhe 
4 godly Gakwons of his Ordinary, and paiprily 
F | wiolating that religious obligation Witt e 
: | E z ſolemnly 


=” (elemnly enter'd into.at the time of bis Ordina- 
& Zion, bcfore the Biſhop, the Prieſts, and all 
the Congregation. But I fancy the Perſons 
are but tew who will be fo hardy againſt 
their own Conſcience, and cancel all that 
Veneration which 1s due both to their Dzoce- 
Jan and themſelves, if they hope that God 
ſhould be their Helper. ; 
However it is apparent that the Uſe of 
this New Verſion is conformable to the Conſti- 
tution of our Church, which lays upon all her 
Sons a very ſtrict Ingagement of acting ſuita- 
bly to her pious Intentions. And therefore 
thoſe that encourage and promote it, tell us 
this intheir own vindication ; that till a czv4/ 
complyaxce with our Governors mult paſs 
for an inſtance of fatious Obedience, and 
the Obſervance of the Conſtitutions of the 
Church, and the Authority of Convocations in 
a thing lawful and commendable, is Tncano» 
ical, Till it be prov'd that the Governours 
in Church and State, have countenanc'd a 
thing impirus or unlawful, or have recom- 
mended a thing for which they had no juſt Au- 
thority, this New 'Trasſlation Cannot eaſily 
be rejeFed by them. 
* 2. And they juſtly think it cannot be in- 
veterately opposd by any, unleſs it be by 
ſome tew perſons who may exyy the produtti- 
4 On, 
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mn, becauſe it is not their own, or becauſe it” 
has met with /uch good Succeſs ; or thoſe that ® 
are prejudicd againſt the Royal Allowance, *! 
becauſe William R. 1s on the Front of it ; 2 
or ſuch as look upon the recommendatory Let- 
ter of a Dioceſan, as only a meer matter of '2 
Form; or laſtly thoſe who are ſuch zealous * 
Admirers pf Antiquity, that they will ob- 
je&t againſt any thing, barely for its being 
New. | 

The third Argument for the reception of 
the New Pſalms, is, That they are ſubſervient 
to the advarcement of Piety and Deyotion, 
And this ariſes from the genuine Excellence 
and Compoſure of this New Yerfon, which 
by many degrees ſurpaſſes the 0/4. But if 
any will vindicate the 0/4, and think them 
preferable to theſe, their Judgment, it ſeems, 
runs quite counter to that of the Govern- 
ment, which would never have thought fit 
to encourage this New Perſon, had it not e- 
ſteem'd it tar Superiour. And that the Wit 
dom of the Government was not herein, if - 
any one imagin it, miſtaken, I appeal to the 
Senſe of all Mankind, who will pleaſe (as 
the Patrons and Promoters of this Verſion 
have done) impartially to peruſe and com- 
pare them ; and &could eaſily make appear 


by ſeveral Inſtances taken fron, fuch 0/4 1 Sa 
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F Pſalms as are elteem'd the moſt wrexceptiona- 
- Gleamong them- But Irather/chooſe to caſt a 
& Veil upon their Infirmities, and fince they 
formerly liv'd in ſome Repute, to let them 

die without expoſing their weakneſſes. 
Whereas in the 7ran/ation which is recom« 
mended, we commonly find ſuch devour 
and ſhining Senſe, as makes them fit to be 
Sung in tae Beauty of Holineſs ; ſuch hea- 
venly Expreſſions, as are apt to inilame and 
inipire the Soul, and raiſe it to David's' ſe» 
raphick pitch ; and with ſuch a mixture of 
Majeftick Gravity, as fully repreſents the 
ſacred Genius of the Royal Prophet. And 
certainly ſuch a ſpirit of Piety, and admira- 
ble variety of pathetick Devotion runs through 
the Body of rheſe P/alms, that tho' they were 
not hallow'd by a, ſolemn Dedication to the 
Ute and Service of the Church, yer would 
they demand a very religious veneration from 
us upon the account of tnatabundant Matter 
which they plentifully ſupply tor all the 
Exigences and Occaſions of a Family, or a 
Cloſet Devotion. However, as the beſt of 
Men are not free from obloquy and afperſion; 
to neither are the beſt performances exempt 
from Cavils and Objeftions. And therefore 
notwithſtanding all the Excouragement and 
Applauſe which this Yerfron has mct _ 
| ; rom 
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from ſo many perſons eminent for their Lear- * 
ning, Piety, and Ingenuity, yer ſtill there ® 
are ſome few ſcruples rais'd againſt it, which 
I intend in the ncxt place to conſider. 

Firſt, they ſay, Theſe New P/aims are too 
Poetical, and yet I am certain that none of -? 
them are more Poetical, than the Original 
or have bolder Expreſſions, or more lofty 
and exalred Metaphors, or more lively 
Flights of Fancy than thoſe of David; as 
for Inſtarice, 

P/a. 18. v.10. MP" RI be did fly 
upon the Wings of the Wind. 

Pf. 650.14. WW Dx WHOM 12 PL pr 
the Vallies alſo are covered over with corn, 
they ſhout for joy, they alſo Sing. 

Pſa. 98. v. 8. E5xnaQt mMnI Vet the Flinds 
clap their hands, in the Gr-ek it 1s ozxadVSums 
1 Regt, let the Sea be moved. 

Pf. 114. v. 3. DOIN nR? =2In 7he Sea ſaw 
and fled. v. 4: x% 1329 nv23 072 1997 mm 
the Mountains Shipped lite Rams, and the 
little Hills like Lambs; or as the Sevtua- 
gint Verſion has. it, ws &pria awegCamoey, as 
the Lambs of Sheep; whicu indeed ©1015 NeAs 
rer the Hebrailm che Children of Sheep. 

The next Objeftion is, That the com- 
mon People do not underſtand them. But 
certainly they are ' as intel/izille as the 
»bſolete 
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- obſolete and improper expreſſions of Sternhold 
” and Fopkins. And if ſome Parts are ob- 
ſcure, is not the. Proſe Tranſlation fo too? 
Otherwiſe what need was there of ſo many 
learned Commentators to explain it 2 And 
yet, this .I am ſure of, that this new Yer/jor 
1s in many Places more intelligible than the 
Proſe, and may ſerve for a good Comment 
upon it. As for Inſtance, P/. x19. ver. 83. 
in the Proſe it is, 7 am become like a bottle 
the Smoke. In the Verſion, 


My Skim like ſhriveld Parchment ſhews, 
which long in Smoke i ſet. 


Becauſe in the Eaſtern Countries, before 
the Invention of Glaſs, their Bottles were 
made of Skins, and dried in the Smoke. 
Pſ. 12. % 8. The Proſe is thus, The wicked 
walk on every fide, when the wileſt men are 
exalted. Which the Verſion renders much 
more intelligible in explaining zhe walking 
afide of the wicked men, by | not knowing 
which way to fly] and the vileft men, by 
[ ſuch as they deipis'd and Vex'd.J 


Then ſhall the Wicked be perplex'd, 
Nor know which way to fly; 


Whes 
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When thoſe whom they d-ſpis*d and vex'd, 
Shall be advanc'd on high. 


Pſa. 108. v. 9. The Proſe runs thus, Moal 
is my Waſhpot over Edomr will I caft out my 
Shove, Upon which the Yerjton 1s a clear 
Comment in theſe words, 


Moab 71! make my ſervile Driidge, 
On vanquiſht Edom tread. 


" Andin ſeveral places where the Senſe iri 
the Proſe is very obſcure by ſeeming brokeri 
and unconnected, this takes care to render it 
more plain, by maintaining the Connexion. 
And if any one _ will argue either that the 
Old Pſalms expreſs the Diſſiculties more clear- 
Iy than theſe, or that in the main they come 
nearer to the Original, T ain certain that the 
Original muſt then abound with great Im- 
proprietics of Speech, and in many pla*cs 
with very little Senſe. 

But if the Vulgar muſt needs decide in 
this matter, and the Afﬀairs in this Werid 
muſt be abſolutely regulated by them, is 
not this to Vote ſor the Feet that they 
ſhould diftate to the Head 2 To make a 
Mans ſelf a Servant to thoſe who ſhould 
look upon him to _s their Maſter, Is not 

not 
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not this to appoint Zzmorance the Judge of 
Sciences? And to comply with the unrea- 
ſonable Demands of Inferiours, the better 
to evade thoſe juſt Regards which we owe 
to our Superiours. 

Pſalmodly, when it is celebrated with that 
Decency both in Words and Attions, which 
ſo ſolemn a Part of Worſhip does require, 
is in it ſelf very heavenly; and as it is fed 
with that Celeſtial Fire which is darted 
from above, ſo 'tis always reſtleſs and impa- 
tient till it aſcends thither again. Upon 
this Account it has ingratiated it ſelf ſo much 
with the Reformation, not only here in Exg- 
land, but in France, as that the French King 
jealous of that Piety and Devotion which it 
foſtered in the Hugonots, publiſhed a Prohi- 
bition of ir (as 1 am inform'd) with very 
ſevere Penalties. Nay, to ſhew what In- 
fluence this Pſalmody daily had npon his o- 
ther Subjets the Romaniſts, he was forc'd 
to countenance and encourage the Uſe of 
profane Songs and Ballads, the better to 
countermine that noble and heavenly Exer- 
ciſe. And therefore notwithſtanding the 
Weakneſs and Imperfeftion of the old Yer- 
fren, the Benefits which formerly roſe to 
the Church from it, have been, I conlels, 
conſiderable. 

But 
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But fince the numerous Defeds of it are 
now grown ſo obvious that they are diſco- 
vered by every weak Eye, and diſliked by 
the moſt common Judgment : Since the 
moſt ordinary Capacity can diſcern them, 
and the Vulgar themſelves have now found 
out the Meanneſs of the Expreſſions, and 
converted them into Proverbs of Contempt 
to our Service, methinks we ſhould ſcarce 
be- ſo tenacious of them, were we truly 
tender of the Zonour of our Church, and 
conſider'd with what fingular Veneration, 
and profound Reſpe& the awtul Majelly of 
Heaven and Earth ſhould be approach. 

For this Reaſon it was that the Reverend 
Dr. Burnet, now Lord Biſhop of Salisbury, 
ſpeaking of the 0/4 Yerfion, gives it this 
CharaGter in his Hiſtory of the Reformati- 
on. But as the Poetry then was low, and not 
rais'd to that juſtneſs to which it is now hrought ; 
fo this Work, which then might paſs for a to- 
lerable Compoſure, has not been (ince that 
time ſo reviewd or chang d, as perhaps 
the thing requird : Hence it ts that this i 
part of Divine Worſhip, by the meawuneſs of | 
the Verſe, has nat maintaind its due E- 
fteem. | 
From whence we may obſerve how this \lls 
Tudicieus Hiſtorian (tho' ſo long ago) agree'd 8h 
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with his Brethren the Reverend Biſhops, that 
there was a neceſſity of a New and better 
Verfion, m order to reſcue that part of Di- 
vine Service (ron that contempt which in the 
Opinion of this Learned Prelate it then lay 
under. 

From hence likewiſe it is, that ſeveral In- 
genious Perſons, who are well diſposd to 
the Liturgy of our Charch , yet frequently 
abſent tizemſelves from it, in Honour to Al 
migiity God, becauſe it is rather a Contempt, 
they tay, than a Reſpect, to pay their Ho- 
mage, directly contrary to what his Holy 
Word preſcribes, both in P/alm 47. 7. Smg 
ye praiſes with underſtanding. And 1 Cor. 14. 
15. will Sing with the Spirit, and I will 
Sing with the Vuderſtanding alſo. So that 
if our Zeal be never ſo warm, and our Spt- 
rits be never ſo active in Devotion, yet if 
this noble part the Underſtanding be wan- 
ting, the ſacrifice will be very lame and 
imperfect, and unacceptable unto him , 
v h3 requires the Homage, not only of the 
Heart, but of the Head too. 

And hence likewiſe it is, that ſeveral ſen- 
ſible Perſons are aw'd into Silence at the 


| finging ſuch Expreſſions in the ofd Pſalms, 


as would direaly lead them into that Error 


* which Solomon warns them to ayoid in the 


Houſe 
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of God, and would cauſe them 20 give the 
Sacrifice of Fools. Eccleſ. 5. x. Which 
how raſhly ſoever other ignorant Per- 
ſons pronounce, and make boid with the 
Almighty, by ſuch improper and fooliſh 
Phraſes; yet they infallibly incurr his Diſ- 
pleaſure by it, they affront him to his 
very Face, and confider not that they do 
evil, as the Wiſe Man tells them in the 
fame Place. - And -I am confident that 
ſhould any. Miniſter addreſs himſelf to 
his Congregation in ſuch Language as may 
be met with in the old Yerfron, which 
I am too tender to inſtance in, that the 
Auditors would not only think it time 
il fpent to hearken to him, but like- 
wiſe conclude that his Deſign was no» 
thing elſe but plain Abuſe. 

And is it fit that this ſhould be retai- 
ned as a proper Oblation to the Almigh- 
ty Majeſty of Heaven and Earth > Muſt 
the meancſt of our Services be grateful 
unto him, who requires the very choiceſt 
from us? And will he be ſo tame and 
weak, as to delight in that, which any 
Man of comm:n Ingenuity would con- 
temn2 Burt offer it unto thy Governour, 
and ſee whether he will accept of it; 
as- the Prophet very fitly expoſtulated 
upon 
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upon ſuch an Occaſion, Mal. 1. 8. And 
if ye offer the blind for ſacrifice, is 
it not evil? and if ye offer the lame 
and fick, is it mot evil? Offer it mow to 
thy Governour , will he be. pleaſed with 
thee, or accept thy perfon, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts > Nothing leſs than the moſt 
perfet Oblations that we have to offer 
are valuable in the Sight of this Univer- 
fal and Omnipreſent Sovereign, and he 
that offers him the Aﬀection of the 
Heart, and retains the bright Faculry 
of the Underſtanding, offers him the 
blind in the very worſt Senſe. 

But beſides the many obvious Abſur- 
ditiey, there is another great Error in 
Sternhold and Hopkins, which no Art 
can reQifie, unleſs by a wondertul Me- 
rempſycbeſs a new Soul and Spirit were 
diffus'd throughout the whole Compoſure; 
And it is this; the very ſame low Stile 
and Genius runs throughout the whole 
Work, and are 'no more rais'd at a Pſaln 
of Triumph and Exultation, than they are 
at 2 Pſalm of Mourning and Diſtreſs. And 
both the x8 and '51, the 89 and the 119 
P/alms, with many more, which are ſo 
vaſtly different in their Majeſty and Hu- 
mility , are writ in the very ſame = 
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and lifeleſs Strains in the old 7; ranſlation. 
And yet theſe Pſalms in 'the Original are 
:omposd in as warzous a Stile, and Di- 
ey of Thought, as the lotty Expreſſions 
of the Prophet 7/azah, and the plain ones 
of the Prophet Amos. And therefore, to 
dreſs theſe Plalms in the ſame common 
Garb of Speech, is altogether as abſurd, 
#s for a Painter, who deſign'd to give 
us a Portraiture of King David, to re- 
prefent him in the ſame mean Appea- 
rance, when he was ſeated upon the 
Throne of 1ſrael, as when he was fee- 
ding his Fathers Sheep. This would be 
29 abſurd, as to confound the Scepter 
and the Paſtoral Crook, his Shepherd*s 
Garments and his Robes of State. Which 
Tncongruities, as they are none of the leaſt, 
ſo the New Tranſlators have endeavour'd 
to avoid them; and as for ſuch Pſalms as re- 
late the Proſperity of the Church or State, 
thoſe they have attempted to fill with Life 
and Spirit, and have given them an Air 
of Joy and Triumph. But ſuch as were 
compos'd on Occaſions of any publick or 
private Calamities, or are Matter of plain 
Precept, there their Expreſſions are fa- 
miliar and decent, and the Lines are 
temper'd with doleful Words and melan- 
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choly Accents, which is a noble and 
difficult Piece of Work, that none but 
a perfet Maſter of Verſe can conquet 
and accompliſh. And, without which, 
none can ever pretend to a juſt Tranſlation 
of David's Pſalms. 
- Since then the Reaſon of the thing, 
and the Rabrick of our Church, excourazs 
the Uſe of this ew Yerfon; ſince the 
higheſt Powers in Church and State acknow: 
ledge the Uſefulneſs of. it in Publick, and 
the ſolemn Ingagement of obeying the godly 
Admonition of the Dioceſan, loudly calls 
for a Compliance herein ; if People will 
ſtill refuſe to conform under 4/77 theſe In: 
gagements, What a mighty Scandal may 
it prove to the pious and ingenious Dit- 
ſenter! And how may it feem to ju/t5%2 
his not conforming With us! who being 
well convinc'd of -the ©ſefalneſs of P/ſal- 
mody, might otherwiſe perhaps be brought 
to join with us in this part of our De- 
votion, if he found zhat perform'd as our 
reaſonable Service, and our ſelves con- 
formable to the pious Judgment of our 
Superiours. 

And then as to the profane and pro: 
fligate Part of this World, how can 


we expect from them a Reformation mm 
their 
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their Morals, when they ſee us fo loath 
to make the leaſt Reformation in our 
Sence? How can we blame them for 
their ill Cu//oms, when they find us fo 
tenacious of ours. 

Till therefore the Nature of our Lan- 
guape is tarniſhed again with its ancient 
Barkeritier, and the Politeneſs of the Age 
is ſulyd with an untraftable Obſtinacy 
and Perverſneſs; till Men have wnlearnt 
their Sentiments of good Sence, and loſt 
their Aﬀcions for fit and decent Expreſ- 
fions in God's Service, the 01d Tranſlation, 
tho? formerly they may have well de- 
ſerv'd, may take their Repoſe, and then 
be allow'd to flouriſh -again. 
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